TOOL TO REMOVE WEEDS FROM ITEMS LOCATED ON AQUATIC VEHICLES 
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is a utility application derived from Provisional Patent 
Application 60/2421,596 filed October 23, 2000, the contents of which are hereby 
incorporated herein by reference. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 
DEVELOPMENT 

Not Applicable. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to tools that perform clearing operations 
on aquatic vehicles and more particularly to a tool for the clearing of weeds and/or 
debris which clog and wrap around grates, anchors, propellers, motors and swim 
platforms attached to jet skis and boats. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

With the use of water craft of all sizes becoming more prevalent in all 
types of bodies of water, the collection of weeds and/or debris in grates, around 
propellers, on anchors and swim platforms - basically any portion of a water craft that is 
being dragged through or churns through water and or sand - has become troublesome. 
On personal water craft, the user has to dive under or at the least become partially 
submerged under the vehicle in order to remove weeds clogging the intake grate. On 
boats, especially larger boats, the user usually has to hang over the edge of the boat to 
remove weeds which can wrap around the anchor or swim platform or be in the water 
opposite the propellers or bent over the back end of the vehicle to reach the propellers. 
Each of these situations being uncomfortable, inconvenient and potentially dangerous. 

The purpose of the invention is to provide a tool that is versatile in use for 
the variety of items on a water craft which can become tangled or clogged with weeds 
and/or debris. A tool that is simple in design for user convenience with ease of storage 
and for ease of access. 

The art described in this section is not intended to constitute an admission 

1 



EVD13ELDtiMDUS 



that any patent, publication or other information referred to herein is "prior art" with 
respect to this invention, unless specifically designated as such. In addition, this section 
should not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other pertinent 
information as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a) exists. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is the primary objective of the invention to provide a versatile tool 
which can clear weeds and/or debris from intake grates, swim platforms, anchors, motors 
and propellers located on or attached to aquatic vehicles. 

It is an objective of this invention to be a tool that can be used from along 
side or in/on the aquatic vehicle. 

It is an objective of this invention to be a tool that can be stored in such a 
fashion as to be easily accessible to the user for the use(s) identified above. 

It is an objective of this invention to provide a tool that will float so as not 
to become lost if the tool is dropped in the water. 

In accordance with these and other objectives of the invention, there is 
provided a one piece unit consisting of an elongated slightly curved handle that has a 
ridged grip with a hole through the end at one end of the handle and a pronged means at 
the opposite end. 

The tool to dislodge and clear weeds and debris from grates on personal 
water craft and from platforms, inboard and outboard propellers and anchors on boats 
either from along side or onboard the aquatic vehicle. The tool has a slightly curved 
elongated handle with a ribbed grip on one end and a mullet pronged head at the opposite 
end. The ribbed grip, handle and prongs are attached and form one singular piece. The 
ribbed grip is composed of hard plastic ridges which encircle the handle portion 
perpendicular to the length of the handle and makes the tool as easy to handle wet as 
when dry. It also allows for the user to rotate and manipulate the tool with ease in order 
to dislodge, loosen and remove weeds and/or debris wrapped around grates, anchors, 
platforms and /or propellers. The ridged grip end has a small hole drilled through the 
handle for the placement of a strap or chain. The handle portion of this tool is a slightly 
curved cylindrical rod. The slightly curved form of the handle allows the user to reach 
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under and around the hull of the personal water craft or boat to the grate or propeller 
either from along side the vehicle or from on or in the vehicle. The pronged end of the 
tool consists of two tines permanently attached to the end opposite the grip. The user can 
wedge the tines/prongs between and among the weeds and/or debris wrapped around or, 
clogging the item on the water craft and with a push - pull action cause their removal. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A detailed description of the invention is hereafter described with specific 
reference being made to the drawings in which: 
10 FIG. 1 is a left side view of the tool; 

FIG. 2 is a right side view of the tool; 
FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the tool; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the tool; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the tined end showing alternative bracing; 

15 and 

m FIG. 6 is a sectional view through line 5-5 of FIG. 5. 



y, DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

FIG. NO. 1 There is illustrated a tool for the removal of weeds and/or debris 
20 from a variety of items located on or attached to aquatic vehicles, which includes a 
O straight handle piece 10, approximately 6 to 8 inches in length being attached to a 

continuous curved cylindrical rod 12 being between 1 8 to 25 inches in length with an arc 
curve between 20 degrees to 45 degrees. The curvature of the rod allows the tool to be 
used from on or in a marine vehicle. The curvature of the rod 12 follows the natural 
25 curvature of the hull of a jet ski or boat. The curvature gives the user additional leverage 
to pull and remove weeds and/or debris from the variety of items located under or along 
side marine vehicles where weeds and/or debris will collect and become tangled. The 
end of the rod 12 opposite the handle piece is a straight cylindrical piece 14 from 6 to 8 
inches in length to which are attached from 2 to 4 tines evenly spaced and of descending 
30 length beginning at the outer end of the tool. The handle piece 10 is attached to one end 
of the rod 12 and the tined piece 14 is attached to the other end. The attachment is 



3 



permanent. This makes the tool stronger and less likely to break or snap. 

FIG. NO. 2 The handle end of the rod consists of a cylindrical piece with 
indented grooves 20 running the length of the handle 10 and 6 to 8 raised ridges 22 
spaced evenly along the length of the handle piece horizontal to the shaft of the rod. 
5 Whether the user of the tool is using it in a push-pull motion or a right to left motion the 
grooved and ridged handle helps with grip and maneuverability. There is an aperture 
hole 23 through the handle located at the top portion of the grip. The hole 23 is for a strap 
or chain. The user can place his hand and wrist through the strap to guard against 
accidental loss of grip or control of the tool. The user can use the strap as a hanging 
10 device adding to the storage options. The user can attached an identifying token or 

floater to a chain threaded throughout the aperture. The piece connected to the rod at the 
end opposite of the handle piece has two slightly curved tines 28. The slight curvature of 
the tines 28 prevents the weeds/and or debris being pulled away from the grate, propeller, 
or item on the watercraft from sliding off the tines. Each of the tines 28 has a small 
15 protuberance 29 on the end. These protuberances or nodules 29 are placed at the end of 
the tines 28 to prevent the tines from scratching or causing damage to the finish of a 
marine vehicle. They allow the user to work the tool back and forth to lodge the tines 
" between the weeds in order to pull them from the clogged item. The nodules 29 also will 

prevent the weeds from sliding back up the shaft of the tine and remain attached to the 
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FIG. NO. 3 The tines 28 attach to the rod such that they project out from the 
f* rod but along the same plane as the tool. The position of the tines 28 along with the 

tool's curvature allows for easier onboard storage. The tool can be set along side of the 
running board located on a jet ski or wave runner. It can be tucked under a seat or place 
25 along the back floor portion of a boat. Such easily accessible storage locations make the 
tool a useful accessory and enhances its use. 

FIG. NO. 4 The grooves 20 running the length of the tool are shown as being 
continuous. They start at the end of the handle piece 10 run along the curved rod 12 and 
along the length of the tined piece 14. The grooves 20 aid in the tools ability to float if 
30 dropped in the water. The grooves add to the user's ability to grip the tool securely along 
any portion of the tool other than the handle. The grooves enhance the tools flexibility, 
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strength and ability to be used to pry and dislodge weeds and/or debris wrapped around 
and clogging items located on jet skis and/or boats. 

FIG. NO. 5 The tines 28 may be strengthened by addition of webbing 50 and 
/or a cross-brace 52 to make the tool even more durable. FIG. No. 6 shows a cross- 
section through line 5-5 to show the cross-bracing and webbing. 

While this invention may be embodied in many different forms, there are shown 
in the drawings and described in detail herein specific preferred embodiments of the 
invention. The present disclosure is an exemplification of the principles of the invention 
and is not intended to limit the invention to the particular embodiments illustrated. 

This completes the description of the preferred and alternate embodiments 
of the invention. Those skilled in the art may recognize other equivalents to the specific 
embodiment described herein which equivalents are intended to be encompassed by the 
claims attached hereto. 



